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On the traditional lands of the Gumbaynggirr people 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Thurs 20th Aug Athletics Fun Day K-2  

Fri 21st Aug Gymnastics 

Mon 24th Aug Stage 3 Public Speaking Finals 

Wed 26th Aug Stage 2 Public Speaking Finals 

GYMNASTICS 
Each class has been having a fabulous time enjoying the first few weeks of our eight week gymnastics        
program each Friday.  The team of Nicky and Alysha from School Gymnastics have been leading the students 
through their sessions.  They started learning skills in balancing and stretching and then moved onto having a 
go on the different apparatus.  Each week they are learning new skills and consolidating on previous weeks           
activities.  It is always a much anticipated part of every Friday and a fun way to stay healthy and fit. 
 

 



 

 

  NEWS FROM  
OUR PRINCIPAL 
    MRS JANE   
      MARTYN 
 
 
 

 
UPDATED GUIDELINES FOR OPERATIONS DURING COVID-19 
Monday 17th August 
 
Guidelines for schools have been updated this week. I have included the full version of guidelines for       
families later in this newsletter for those who are interested, however, following is a list of changes in     
guidelines as they will impact on us at Urunga Public School until further notice: 

 
 School attendance: 
 
Students should be at school unless: 
 

 they have a medical certificate which states that they are unable to return to school due to an 
ongoing medical condition and the expected timeframe 

 they are currently unwell. 
 
In accordance with advice from NSW Health, parents and carers are reminded NOT to send children to 
school if they are unwell, even if they have the mildest flu-like symptoms. Schools will make               
arrangements for students who present as unwell or have flu like symptoms to be sent home. 
 
NSW Health have requested that schools encourage anyone who is unwell or has even mild flu-like      
symptoms, to arrange to be tested through their local medical practitioner or one of the COVID-19 clinics. 
 
Students and staff with flu like symptoms will need to provide a copy of a negative COVID-19 test result 
before being permitted to return to school. 
 
Schools are not required to conduct widespread temperature screening or mandate the wearing of a mask. 
All schools will be vigilant when implementing infection control, physical distancing and personal hygiene 
protocols to protect the health and safety of students and staff. Schools will promote the need to follow 
good hygiene practices such as: 
 

 regularly washing hands 
 avoiding sharing drinks or food 
 coughing or sneezing into your elbow, or a tissue which should be discarded immediately 
 filling water bottles from bubblers rather than using the bubbler directly. 

 
 School activities/school site usage: 
 
Additional safety measures for school activities have been put in place to minimize the risk of COVID-19 
transmission in schools for the remainder of Term 3. 
 
The following principles underpin these measures: 

 
 Where possible, students will stay within their relevant cohort group (i.e. class, year group, 

or stage) for all learning activities within their school. 
 Inter school activities must remain within the local community or zone.  
 Only providers that are essential to the delivery of curriculum can continue to provide services 

and programs until further notice. 
 Parents/carers and other non-essential visitors are not allowed on the school site. 
 All group singing (choirs) and/or other chanting activities, as well as the use of wind instruments 

in group settings, are not permitted. Special arrangements are in place for HSC students. 

 WEEKLY SCHOOL RULE 
          

The focus this week is the  
          red rule  

   “we all listen to each other ” 
 

 
We ask that you reinforce this week’s  

rule at home with your child. 



 

 

  Activities/site usage that can take place: 
 
 Use the school library 
 Engage in sporting activities within restrictions 
 Canteens and uniform shops can open at principal’s discretion 
 School assemblies (limited to 15 minutes and no external visitors) 
 Students may attend other schools for essential curriculum related reasons or placements (e.g. 

auditions or placement tests) 
 Incursions/external providers can provide activities that support delivery of curriculum (e.g. music 

tutors, sport skills development programs, science demonstrations, drama tutors, Healthy Harold). 
 Day field trips to outdoor locations with no physical distancing requirements can take place 

(e.g. DoE Environmental Education Centres and sport and recreation facilities, trips to local  
river to collect water samples) 

 School photos 
 Department of Community and Justice services and programs 
 Community use agreements involving adult attendance must have a COVID Safe Plan in place. 
 SRE/SEE lessons within restrictions 
 Work experience for students with a COVID Safe Plan in place. 
 P&C meetings and events must be on-line only. 
 Parent/teacher meetings will be online unless involving serious matters that require face to 

face discussion. 
 
 Activities on hold for Term 3 
 
The following events will be reconsidered in Term 3. For now, these events must remain on hold. 
 
 Kindergarten orientation 
 Year 7 orientation has been delayed until Term 4. 
 School camps 
 Excursions (other than field trips explained above) 
 Parent and carer attendance at assemblies and other school events 
 Parent and carer volunteers – e.g. parent reading helpers (note: canteen and uniform shop           

volunteers are permitted) 
 School-based activities that involve large gathering of adults. These include parent/community 

gatherings such as parent functions, working bees, fundraisers, school BBQs, large parent         
information evenings, and large on-site cultural events. 

 Interschool sport, drama, debating and other events that are not within the local community or zone 
including gala days and regional sporting carnivals. Only providers that are essential to the delivery 
of curriculum can continue to provide services and programs until further notice. 

 Parents/carers and other non-essential visitors are not allowed on the school site. 
 All group singing (choirs) and/or other chanting activities, as well as the use of wind instruments in 

group settings, are not permitted. Special arrangements are in place for HSC students. 
 School formals, dances, graduation or other social events are not permitted. Schools may consider 

delaying events until later in the year. 
 
The bubblers are still closed until further notice, so please ensure that your children have a drink bottle.  
 
These continued restrictions will impact upon how we conduct the following events at Urunga Public School: 

 
 NAIDOC Week  (postponed until November) 
 Kindergarten Orientation for 2021 – revised model 
 Weekly Tuesday assemblies (postponed) 
 Athletics Carnival/ Cross Country – revised model 

 

PARENTING IDEAS ARTICLE 
This week’s article is titled ‘Encourage kids to occupy themselves’.  This is a positive parenting article that  
focuses on supporting parents to help children to develop independence skills. 



 

 

 TELL THEM FROM ME SURVEYS 
Our school will again be participating in the snapshot 2 of the Tell Them From Me surveys this term. Tell 
Them From Me is a suite of surveys for measuring student engagement and wellbeing. The surveys are 
used to capture student, parent and teacher voices, providing reliable evidence for schools to use in        
identifying strengths and areas for improvement.  
 
The Centre for Education Statistics and Evaluation (CESE) engages The Learning Bar to administer the   
surveys to NSW government schools. The surveys are conducted online in terms 1 and 3. 
 
The Tell Them From Me student survey is an online survey of student engagement for school students from 
Years 4 to 6. The Focus on Learning teacher survey is an online survey for school teachers that              
compliments the engagement survey. The Partners in Learning parent survey is an online survey for parents 
and carers of school students that compliments the student engagement survey. 
 
If you do NOT wish for your child to complete the survey, there is an- opt out form in this newsletter. 
 
 
KINDERGARTEN 2021 
Our Kindergarten 2021 enrolment process has commenced. If you have a child that will be starting school 
next year, please contact our office for further details. 
 
 
Take care 
Jane Martyn 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COVID-19 Testing Clinics 
 

As at 18th August 2020 
 

Bellingen 
Register first by phoning Three Rivers Health 0266550663 
Drive Through Testing clinic- Watson Street, Bellingen. Open 1—2pm, Monday-Friday. 
 

Coffs Harbour 
Testing Clinic at the Health Campus in a white marquee near the Emergency Department. 
Open 8am—5pm, 7 days. 
Children under 5yrs must present to the Emergency Department. 
 
Nambucca Heads 
Pre appointments via the Primary Health Network 65688688  



 

 

        

 

 
 

 
 
 

 NEWS FROM OUR  
 COMMUNITY LIAISON OFFICER 
 JENNY LUXON 
 
 
 

SPOTLIGHT ON 5/6 MAROON 
 
Classroom Teachers:  Mr Jonathon Ticli 
 
Number of Students:  30 
 
Some interesting things we plan to do: 
 
5/6 Maroon will be participating in a robotics unit of work with a brand new set of EV3 Lego Mindstorms 
units. This unit focuses on building and programming the robots to complete tasks. We will also be         
completing an integrated unit of work on Antarctica where students will be creating their very own            
information websites. 
 
Our favourite  
activities are    
getting out for 
sport and using 
the class robots. 
  
We also enjoy 
art. 
 
 
 



 

 

LIBRARY NEWS 
In library this past week it has been wonderful to see students excitedly borrowing books. Many students are 
remembering to bring in their library bags in order to do so, which is fantastic! 
  
K-2 students have been exploring different types of places, while students in Years 3-6 have learnt about 
Australia's symbols and history of migration. Many students have enjoyed learning about the history of     
Australia and have found many connections with their own family history. 
  
A reminder to those with overdue library books to please return them. Overdue notices have been distributed 
to students with long outstanding loans, so please have a look around for any library books at home. 
Miss de With 
 
PUBLIC SPEAKING 
Students from Stage 2 & 3 have been busily     
researching topics for this year's multicultural 
public speaking competition in Week 6.  
 
As it stands the quality of speeches has been   
excellent, with students sharing a range of       
experiences and knowledge around a wide      
variety of interesting topics. All students are      
currently conducting their speeches formally in 
class and from there, only 4 from each class will 
be selected to battle it out at a school level next 
week.  
 
Due to current circumstances, a video of the    
winners will be made and sent off to external   
adjudicators to judge respective school         
champions at an inter-school level.  
Stay tuned! 
Mr Ticli 
 
K-2 ATHLETICS FUN DAY 
K-2 will be having a fun athletics day on Thursday 20th August, 2020. Due to COVID 
we have not been able to have our athletics carnival, so the students will participate 
in some fun games and activities on the day. Some of the activities the students will 
be participating in will be running, ball games, Frisbee throwing and shot put. Each 
class will participate in the allocated athletics rotations as a class. 
 
Students will stay at school to participate in these activities and are asked to wear          
enclosed shoes that are suitable for sport. Students are encouraged to wear their 
house colour shirt with their uniform. Bellinger is blue, Kalang is yellow. 
 
Unfortunately due to COVID restrictions we are unable to have parents attend on the 
day. There will be photos taken of the day and uploaded to our Facebook page.  
K-2 Teachers 
 
SPORTING SCHOOLS 
Years 1–3 have a fabulous opportunity to participate in a Sporting Schools program this term.  Notes were 
sent home with these students yesterday.  Touch football is the nominated sport and the program will run on 
Tuesday afternoons after school for 5 weeks commencing next week, Tuesday 25th August.  The program 
will be run by accredited coaches.  There is a cap on the number of students that can participate, so          
students will be placed into the program in the order that the permission slips are returned.   
Mr Hurley 
 
EXCURSIONS 
Unfortunately due to the current COVID-19 situation, the Stage 3 excursion to Lake 
Ainsworth and the Stage 2 excursion to Cascade are both cancelled for 2020. 
Mrs Prior 



 

 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 

  
 
  



 

 

  
 
  



 

 

  
 
  



 

 

  
 
  



 

 

  
 
  



 

 

  
 
  



 

 

  
 
  



 

 

  
 
  



 

 

  
 
  



 

 

  
 
  



 

 

  
 
  



 

 

 
 

 

URUNGA FOOD  
PANTRY 

 
NEXT TO THE LAUNDROMAT IN 

CARDOWS ARCADE   
 

Open to anyone with a         
pensioner or healthcare card as 

well as those experiencing     
financial stress 

 
OPEN IN URUNGA 

Thursday: 10.00am  ‐  12.00pm 
Friday:  9.30am  ‐  1.30pm 

 
 

BELLINGEN FOOD PANTRY IS 
ALSO OPEN  

Tues 10‐12 and Fri 10‐12 

LIMITED EDITION SCHOOL BEANIES  
FOR SALE! 

  
 
   
 
 
 
 

$12 
See Sharon in the canteen 

Please note: only cash can be accepted at the canteen, alternatively they can be  
ordered online. 


