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On the traditional lands of the Gumbaynggirr people 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Tues 24th Sept Whole School Assembly @ 2.20pm Fri 27th Sept LAST DAY TERM 3 

Wed 25th Sept Year 3  -  6 Social, $2 on the day Mon 14th Oct Students and Staff return for Term 4 

Wed 25th Sept Fiver to Fight Fire Day—bring $5 and 
come dressed in RED Tues 22nd Oct Whole School Assembly @ 2.20pm 

Thurs 26th Sept Kinder  -  2 Social, $2 on the day Mon 28th Oct Garden Club @ 11.10am 

Fri 27th Sept Forensic Science Workshops  
(Stage 2 & 3)  - $5 Tues 29th Oct 2020 Kinder Orientation 9.30-10.45am 

GYMNASTICS 
All of our students have been having a great time participating in the School Gymnastics program during the 
first 8 weeks of Term 3.  Each Friday, Adam and Nicky have been putting our budding gymnasts through their 
paces on different apparatus and teaching them many new skills.  Students have been learning about and  
perfecting handstands, cartwheels, forward rolls, balancing on beams, jumps from the spring board along with 
some different swings from the horizontal bar.  What a great way to stay fit and have fun!  Each  
participating student 
received a certificate 
at the end of the 
program.  A big 
thank you to our 
school P&C for  
making a substantial 
contribution towards 
this program to 
make it more  
affordable for all  
families. 



 

 

  NEWS FROM  
OUR PRINCIPAL 
    MRS JANE   
      MARTYN 
 
 
 

TELL THEM FROM ME SURVEYS 
We have registered to participate in the Tell Them From Me survey again this year. Our students from Years 
4 to 6 are invited to complete the survey twice during the year. 
 

We also ask that all parents from Kindergarten to Year 6 complete the Partners in Learning survey.  The 
anonymous information gathered by us from these surveys helps us to clarify and strengthen the important 
relationship between parent and school. Our wonderful team of teachers also complete the survey each 
year.  
 

A link for the anonymous parent Partners in Learning survey was emailed to you recently. Please let us 
know if you didn’t receive a link via your email. The survey closes on the 25th October.  A text message with 
the link will be sent out on Wednesday. 
 

NAPLAN 2019 
Our NAPLAN results have arrived and will be sent home with students tomorrow (Wednesday). 
 

FUNDRAISER FOR LOCAL FAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES AFFECTED BY  
RECENT BUSH FIRES 
I have included in our newsletter a flyer outlining how families and community members can contribute to the 
Dorrigo Fire Appeal through the BCU. Our school and students would also like to offer our support to the 
families of Dorrigo, Dundurrabin, Hernani and surrounding areas who have been affected by these recent 
and local bushfires.  
 

Our Year 1 to Year 4 Student Representative Council met recently and have developed a plan for us to raise 
funds to contribute to these families during their recovery. This Wednesday 25th September, students are 
asked to dress in red clothes and bring a $5.00 donation for our Fiver to Fight Fire Day. 
 

HAVE YOUR SAY ON BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL CARE 
The NSW Government is committed to providing before and after school care to all students of public  
primary schools in New South Wales. As a part of the reform, a parent web form has been established by 
Service NSW that will enable parents to tell the  
department about their specific care needs and try to 
stay up to date with any new developments. 
 
The information provided by parents will help the  
Department of Education to understand your needs, 
give them insights into where there are gaps in service 
delivery and help to ensure the extra places are  
delivered where they are required. 
 
Have your say at https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/basc 
 
Jane Martyn 

 
                                                                                                

                        Our focus this week  
                             is the green rule 
                             “raise your hand 

                              and wait for  
                              permission  
                               to speak” 

Attendance Award 
Winners 

Week 9, Term 3 
     

3/4 Blue 



 

 

 SCHOOL SOCIALS 
The Term 3 socials will be held this week.  
 

Stage 2 and 3 will hold their social on the school COLA on Wednesday  
afternoon 25th September.  Students are asked to bring $2 and to wear RED 
clothes. 
 

On Thursday 26th September, Stage 1 (K-2) will be holding their school social.  
Stage 1 are also requested to bring $2 and wear their party clothes for the 
whole day.   
 
All students will receive some light refreshments during their socials. 
 
3/4 BLUE VISIT TO RALEIGH NURSING HOME 
Urunga Public School enjoys a wonderful relationship with Raleigh Nursing Home and each class visits at 
least once a year.  Last week it was 3/4 Blue’s turn to entertain, talk to and enjoy time with the residents.  3/4 
Blue performed a fun play based on a well known song (this will remain a secret until 3/4 Blue’s assembly 
item this afternoon!). The audience enjoyed the antics of our up and coming actors!  After the play, our  
students chatted with and challenged the residents to some card and board games.  A great afternoon was 
had by all. 



 

 

        

 

 
 

 
 
 

     NEWS FROM OUR  
     COMMUNITY LIAISON OFFICER 
     JENNY LUXON 
    

 

 
 

SPOTLIGHT ON  

ANNABELLE McCULLAGH 
Annabelle joined our wonderful team this term. She is working as 
an SLSO – Student Learning Support Officer- which means she is 
helping students in a variety of different ways and in a range of 
classrooms. Read on to find out a bit more………. 
 

STAR SIGN:   Taurus 
 
FAVOURITE NUMBER: 17 
 
FAVOURITE HOLIDAY: Anywhere camping 
 

An interesting fact about Annabelle is that she has climbed Mt  
Kilimanjaro which is in Tanzania, a country in East Africa. 
 
“Before coming to Urunga PS to be an SLSO I was at Nambucca 
Heads PS where I also worked as an SLSO. When I’m not in the 
classroom assisting students, I’m at your local beach, Hungry 
Head, lifeguarding and teaching surf skills and awareness.” 
 
We warmly welcome Annabelle to our great school and know she 
will enjoy her time with us. 



 

 

‘A CASE OF EMERGENCY’ 
Stage 2 and 3 (Years 3-6) students have the opportunity to participate in a hand-on forensic science  
workshop presented by Education Interactive.  The workshops encourage curiosity and creativity in science 
by engaging students in a fascinating investigation.  Students will be given a storyline and have to examine 
the ‘crime scene’ while learning about animal tracks, scatology, finger printing and how to use a digital  
microscope as well as much more.   
 

While exploring the Science curriculum, the students will also be 
exposed to important social and community issues as well as 
learning about the importance of cyber safety.   
 

Please return the pink notes with $5 payment to your child’s teacher by tomorrow Wednesday 25th  
September. 
 
NORTH COAST ATHLETICS 
Three of our wonderful athletes ventured all the way up to 
Lismore on Friday 13th September to compete at the North 
Coast Athletics.   
 
Jayda ran a lightning fast heat in the 9yrs girls 100m sprint 
finishing first.  This sent her straight through to the finals 
where she ran another great race with a final placing of 4th 
overall—an amazing effort at this level of competition.   
 
Makayla had her throwing arm all warmed up for the discus, 
but in her own words “it wasn’t my day”.  It was a great  
experience for her though and we are sure she’ll be back next 
year to give it another go.   
 
Harriet was competing in two events, the senior girls high 
jump and the senior girls 200m.  She was competing against very strong fields in both events and did not 
make it through to the next level this year.  Congratulations to all three athletes for giving it their best! 
 
AQUARIUM SCIENCE CENTRE 
On Friday the 20th of September 2019, some students from Urunga Public School 
went to the Coffs Harbour Aquarium Science Centre.  There were 12 different 
schools from Dorrigo to Woolgoolga and two teachers from Cascade.   
 
Students learnt about what other schools have been doing to help ocean pollution.  
One school has got new clear bins to see what waste goes into what bin.  Our 
school has got red and yellow bins that arrived last term, the yellow bin means you 
can only add recycling materials, the green bin is for food scraps and everything 
else goes in the red bin as these aren't recyclable.   
 
Then we learnt about how long it takes for things to make their way into the ocean. Much of our waste can 
take 20 years to break down, a plastic bottle takes 450 years, fishing lines take 600 years to break down 
and it takes aluminum 200 years so we all really need to stop polluting!  We also learnt about one starfish so 
if you touch it on the top, that’s its bum and underneath it, facing the ground, is its face  -  very strange  
indeed.  All in all it was a great day to learn about sustainability and interesting marine life! 
Owen McCann 5/6 Violet                        

 

WHAT’S DUE 
 
 ‘A Case of Emergency’ Forensic Workshops note and $5 payment due 25th Sept 
 Educational Resources and Voluntary School Contribution Fees 
 
 



 

 

CANBERRA / SNOWY MOUNTAINS EXCURSION 2019 
Last week Stage 3 students visited Canberra and the Snowy Mountains.  
 
As we waved goodbye to our families on Monday morning, the bus was a hype of excitement for the week 
that lay ahead. After a quick morning tea break at Taree we piled back on the bus excited to get to the first 
sightseeing attraction—Sydney Aquarium. Dugongs, sharks, massive groper fish, a sea turtle and some 
very gorgeous penguins were all part of this wonderful experience. It was then back on the bus for our  
destination, Canberra. 
 
First day in our nation’s capital began at Parliament House with a guided tour through 
the House of Representatives and the Senate. We saw some budding politicians in the 
making from Urunga during our parliamentary role play. One of our students even saw 
their great, great grandfather’s portrait amongst the portraits of Prime Ministers of  
Australia.  After lunch we visited the Australian Institute of Sport. We were extremely 
lucky to watch the Australian Women’s Basketball Team (Opals) play China. We then 
travelled to the Snowy Mountains Lodge for our second nights’ accommodation.  
 
On Wednesday we woke up to a beautiful blue sky and a light dusting of snow. With our snow gear on we 
were ready to hit the slopes. Snowballs were flying everywhere, snowmen were taking shape and snow  
angels were etched into the snow. As we rode the chairlift down to lunch, the vastness of the Snowy  
Mountains landscape came into view and everyone had a smile on their face. We spent the afternoon at 
Kosciusko National Park Education Centre learning all about this wonderful and special place. We even had 
enough energy after dinner for some dancing at the disco. 
 
The last day was action-packed, starting back in Canberra after a two hour drive, we arrived at Questacon. 
A place full of exploration, curiosity and loads of fun. After a lovely lunch by Lake Burley Griffin we made our 
way to the National Museum of Australia where we became historians creating stories from the past through 
artefacts. Next stop Australian War Memorial, we participated in a ‘Remembrance Tour’ listening to the  
stories of the immense courage and bravery of our soldiers in the face of adversity. A very special place. 
After such a big day we still had some energy left and saw the lights of Canberra at night when we visited 
Telstra Tower. 
 
It was wonderful to see all the  
students embrace new  
experiences with enthusiasm and 
hopefully remember their Stage 3 
Canberra excursion with fond 
memories. A huge thank you to Mr 
Secombe, Mrs Chapman and Mrs 
Anselmi for doing an amazing job 
and supporting our students 
throughout the week. Thank you! 
Kim Prior 
 
 

Students were given the opportunity to participate in a variety of educational programs with a focus on Australia’s history, culture, 
heritage and democracy. The Australian Government recognises the importance of all young Australians being able to visit the 
national capital as part of their Civics and Citizenship education. To assist families in meeting the cost of the excursion the  
Australian Government has contributed funding of $30 per student under the Parliament and Civics Education Rebate program 
towards those costs. The rebate has been paid directly to the school upon completion of the excursion and was taken into  
consideration for final costings. 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


